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Danish partnership to improve the aquatic 
environment and fish production in Vietnam 

In only 10 years, Danish fish farms, which have fo-
cused on green innovative solutions, have doubled 
their production of fish while also reducing pollu-
tion of the aquatic environment by more than 50%. A 
partnership between the Danish Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (Danish EPA) under the Ministry of 
Environment and key players in the fish-farm industry 
are now exporting the Danish solutions to Vietnam. 

Danish freshwater fish farms are currently among the 
cleanest in the world, and Danish companies have a global 
lead in green technology know-how. By investing in inno-
vative solutions, over the past 10 years Danish fish farmers 
who have invested in green technology have more than 
doubled their production of fish and reduced their discharg-
es of phosphorus and organic material to the aquatic envi-
ronment by 50%.

These green solutions are part of a partnership between 
the Danish EPA and several companies in the Danish aq-
uaculture industry, which is exporting solutions to Vietnam 
through the VIDATEC project. This is to accelerate exports 
of Danish eco-technology and help the Vietnamese to dou-
ble their fish production without harming the aquatic en-
vironment. By collaborating with Vietnamese authorities, 
Vietnamese universities and Vietnamese aquaculture play-
ers, the partnership will build a demonstration facility in 
Vietnam, which, from 2014, is to act as a showcase for the 
green, Danish aquaculture technology.

Partnership opens doors to a new market
The partnership is being facilitated by the Danish EPA 
which, since last year, has supported the work with DKK 
500,000 and with expertise with regard to collaboration 
agreements between the two countries. In addition, private 
partners themselves have invested money in research trips 
and presented technological solutions such as resource-  

efficient pumps and high-tech control systems for feed, 
water treatment and oxygen measurement. One of the 
partner enterprises is the Danish OxyGuard International 
company that produces oxygen meters for fish farms:

“The oxygen content of the water is the decisive factor for 
how well fish exploit feed and for how much they pollute. 
This is where Danish enterprises are have expert knowl-
edge. The aim of the partnership therefore is to penetrate 
a new market and transfer knowledge that provides green 
growth for Denmark as well as for the Vietnamese,” said 
Paw Petersen who is an engineer at OxyGuard International

A growth potential of DKK 600 million
The growth opportunities are the point of departure for the 
partnership. Fish bred in fish farms are the most rapidly 
growing food industry. Today, more then 50% of the fish 
eaten by the world population come from fish farms. One 
of the larger producers of fish is Vietnam, that will double 
its fish production up to 2015. This explosive growth has 
negative environmental impacts, with water pollution and 
a high energy consumption.

Therefore, there is a great export potential for Danish part-
ner companies. According to Jesper Heldbo, the head of 
secretariat at the trade organisation for technology manu-
facturers of aquaculture, AquaCircle, companies expect to 
sell green solutions for about DKK 600 million by 2016:

“This is a win-win situation for both countries. We can help 
them increase their production in an eco-friendly manner, 
while also exporting our solutions and creating jobs. Once 
this is up and running in Vietnam, we can use our experi-
ence for the same purpose in countries like Egypt, India and 
Bangladesh. This has only been possible because public as 
well as private players are working together”.

Fact box
The objective of the VIDATEC partnership is to introduce 
sustainable fish production in Vietnam using green, Dan-
ish solutions. The partnership has been engineered by 
the Danish EPA and is the first of its kind within aqua-
culture. The partners include the Danish embassy, the 

companies OxyGuard International, RK Plast, Grundfos, 
AKVA Group, and DHI, as well as Aarhus University and 
the trade organisation AquaCircle. Read more at www.
ecoinnovation.dk.


