
In the 60s, passenger traffic moved from 

ships to roads and air, freight transport 

moved from ships and trains to roads 

and the remaining freight transport with 

ships was concentrated in new modern 

container harbours. Power plants and 

cement plants that were dependent on 

transportation of heavy materials got 

their own specialised harbour functions.

The number of shipyards in Denmark 

was hugely reduced, primarily because 

ship manufacturing moved to mass-

producing Asia.

The heavy industry moved to new indus-

trial areas in the country, as well as out-

side its borders. Even the navy left their 

traditional harbour dwellings where they 

had docked for more than 500 years.

What was left was empty harbour areas 

and railway tracks, run-down roads and 

empty storage and industrial buildings. 

These areas were often huge. The sur-

rounding waters were strongly polluted 

after hundreds of years of heavy indus-

trial production.

This development was aggravated 

by the fact that the areas of the city 

that were inhabited by the working 

class were left by the workers, who 

now moved to the suburbs. Students, 

pensioners and unemployed remained. 

Many cities were close to going bank-

rupt during this time.

The 80s turned it around
The crisis saw a turning point at the end 

of the 80s. An important element in this 

development was to transform the pol-

luted former industrial areas into new 

attractive city areas. These areas have 

now become home for a new knowl-

edge economy and young families.

Re-establishing a clean and attractive 

water environment has been a pre- 

requisite.

Water changed the cities

An improvement in water infrastructure and cleaning up the waters changed many harbour cities in Denmark 

at the beginning of the 90s. The harbour cities changed from dirty, run-down industrial harbours to clean and 

attractive harbour dwellings creating new city centres and vital city areas.
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The old infrastructure for dealing with 

wastewater and rainwater has been 

modernised and improved in order to 

reduce the impact of wastewater on 

the surrounding environment. Subter-

ranean waterways and canals have been 

opened up and cleaned.

Animals and plants moved into the pre-

viously strongly polluted water environ-

ment. In Copenhagen Harbour, you can 

even meet seals and catch sea basses. 

Meanwhile, new apartments and office 

buildings have flourished, as well as a 

range of green areas with, e.g., sport 

facilities. New cafes and restaurants 

have opened up and on a hot summer 

day the harbour will be full of swimming 

guests.

Entirely new city centres with a new 

generation of water infrastructure have 

been established. These centres are 

making the old harbour areas a sort 

of laboratory for development and a 

demonstration of new modern water 

technologies.

The available technology has created the 

possibility to make room for nature and 

environment in the centre of a mod-

ern city, thereby pleasing citizens and 

improving financial development.

» The creation of a clean and attractive urban environment 
has become a key in the ongoing transformation of many 
Danish cities from industrial to urban centres in the modern 
knowledge-based economy.
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